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Quote of the Month 

_________________ 

ELL strategy: 

Linking Language 

What is it?  Using pictures to 
demonstrate background 
knowledge.   Students can 
convey ideas they can’t quite 
use their language to express 
by drawing the concept and 
“linking” the idea to pictures 
and ideas they already have 
from their background. 

Why it works.  This strategy 
builds on research that supports 
academic literacy development.  
Linking Language serves as the 
bridge between classroom 
content and the EL’s 
background knowledge letting 
the teacher know how 
comfortable they are with 
concepts being studied and 
how they connect the content 
in their culture even if they 
have no English to express 
themselves. 

________________________ 

 

“Diversity may be the hardest thing for a society to live with, and 
perhaps the most dangerous thing for a society to be without.”  William 
Sloane Coffin Jr. 

What is ELL? 
ELL stands for English Language Learner and is just one term for the multitude of students who bring 
a wealth of experiences and diversity to our district.  For the purposes of our district the term applies to 
any students that speaks another language other than or in addition to English in their home.  ELL is 
sometimes referred to as ESL (English as a Second Language), CDL (Culturally and Linguistically 
Diverse), or LIEP (Language Instruction Educational Program) students.   

 

How do we serve EL’s at Mid Prairie? 
Mid Prairie has a full time ELL teacher who works with teachers to make sure all ELL students are 
provided accommodations and educational support that serves their needs.  For some that means the 
teacher will “Push In” to the classroom and assist or co-teach.  Other students require “Pull Out” 
services where they get small group or individual services for specialized English instruction.  
Instruction ranges from intensive English instruction to simple assignment modification. 

ELL staff don’t just teach, they also provide resources to help staff and families.  ELL teachers are 
trained in teaching strategies that help English learners.  We find translation resources and support 
services for staff and families.  Finally, we often serve as advocates to or go-betweens to help families 
and other support groups.   

If you have any questions please feel free to email Nicholas O’Brien at:  

  nobrien@mphawks.org  


