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Quote of the Month 

_________________ 

ELL strategy: 

Cloze sentences/paragraphs 

What is it?  A Cloze sentence 
is a sentence or passage with 
key information deleted and 
replaces them with blanks to be 
filled in by the student.  
Sometimes word banks are 
provided. 

Why it works.  This strategy 
allows ELL students to focus 
on producing the important 
aspects of a reading and 
focuses their attention on 
particular words or 
information.  It is a great 
strategy to teach students to use 
context clues and reinforce 
academic vocabulary.   

Teachers can create cloze 
sentences for students based on 
in class readings or have 
students create them as a study 
aid. 

________________________ 

 

“A lot of different flowers make a bouquet.”  Of Muslim Origin 

What is a Lau Plan? 

A Lau plan, named after the landmark Lau vs. Nichols US Supreme Court Decision of 

1974, is one equal access plan that protects ELLs. The plan describes what a school 

district will do: 

• to identify its ELLs, 

• to design an effective program reflective of their needs, 

• to employ appropriate English-as-a-second-language or bilingual personnel (or 

both), 

• to align the instruction of ELLs to state and local content standards, and 

• to provide ongoing authentic assessments to ascertain their growth in English 

language proficiency and in the comprehension of academic content. 
 

 
What does the Lau Plan mean at Mid Prairie? 
The Lau Plan provides the basis for the work we do here to serve ELL students and families at Mid 
Prairie.  It is the central document that outlines what services we provide, how we provide them and 
who is responsible.  The Lau Plan is available for anyone to see and is constantly being updated to 
reflect best practice and changes in the law.  The Lau Plan provides a great place to start if you want to 
learn the basic details of ELL education at Mid Prairie.   

If you have any questions please feel free to email Nicholas O’Brien at:  

  nobrien@mphawks.org  




