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ELL Concept: 

Culturally Responsive 
Instruction 

What is it?  Culturally 
Responsive instruction is 
one of the main concepts 
used in our ELL instruction 
at Mid Prairie.   

Why it works.  Culturally 
Responsive Instruction is a 
pedagogy grounded in 
teachers' displaying cultural 
competence: skill at 
teaching in a cross-cultural 
or multicultural setting. They 
enable each student to 
relate course content to his 
or her cultural context.  This 
helps the students make 
connections strengthening 
their understanding of 
material with their 
background knowledge.  We 
know as educators that the 
more connections students 
make with the material the 
higher likelihood it will be 
retained.  This also reaffirms 
the importance of students’ 
home cultures and how they 
connect with their school 
lives. 

“It is time for parents	to teach young people early on that in diversity 
there is beauty	and there is strength.” 

— Maya Angelou 

ELL Strategy: DOTS chart 
DOTS stands for Determine what I know, Observe, Talk to peers as we elaborate, 
and Summarize what we learned.  It uses an a-z chart to demonstrate what they know 
in their primary and secondary languages and gives teachers greater insight into what 
students understand about a given topic. 

 
 

How do I use it in class? 
Students write any words, ideas, or pictures that they know about the lesson in the boxes.  
Then, with the teacher they write new vocabulary and concepts around the edge that the 
teacher thinks will be important to learn.  As the lesson progresses students observe and 
talk with each other to connect ideas from the outside to words or pictures written in the 
boxes.  Finally, students summarize the lesson using vocabulary and concepts from the 
lesson that have been written in the DOTS chart.  This process of determining what they 
already know, observing the lesson, talking with each other, and summarizing at the end 
reinforces vocabulary and concepts in a repeated measured amount to improve usage and 
retention. 

If you have any questions please feel free to email Nicholas O’Brien at:  
nobrien@mphawks.org  




