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ELL Concept: 

Silent Period 

What is it?  an interval of 
time during which EL’s 
are unable or unwilling 
to communicate orally in 
the new language. The 
silent period may last for 
a few days or a year 
depending on a variety 
of factors. It occurs 
before ELLs are ready to 
produce oral language 
and is generally referred 
to as the “Pre-
production” stage of 
language learning. 
 
ELLs need time to listen 
to others talk, to digest 
what they hear, to 
develop receptive 
vocabulary, and to 
observe their 
classmates’ interactions. 
This does not mean your 
students are not 
learning.  They will 
speak given time. 

What determines the 
length of the" silent 
period?" There are 
several factors involved. 
First, personality plays a 
key role. A normally shy 

“Wit lies in recognizing the resemblance among things which differ 
and the difference between things which are alike. 

                                                                      Madame De Stael 

ELL Strategy: Tri-Fold 
As I finished helping students with sequence of events I remembered a strategy that I 
really liked but haven’t tried in a while.  A tri-fold uses multiple text patterns and 
really helps students with temporal sequence and cause and effect. 
 
 
 Topic  
 What I think  
   
 Things I learned  
   
 Summary of Events/Ideas  
   

 
 

How do I use it in class? 
The tri-fold provides a scaffold for students to focus on and summarize a manageable 
amount of ideas.  First, have students think about ideas or concepts that pertain to the 
topic.  Next, in groups the students process and write down ideas that they think belong to 
the topic.  As a class share the ideas and put them on the board focus on emphasizing 
concepts that will connect with your lesson.  As the lesson progresses have each student 
write three important concepts from the board in the “What I think” sections of their tri-
fold when those ideas come up in the lesson.  Make sure to focus on where important ideas 
and concepts go in the sequence of events and have students put their three concepts in 
order.  Next, have the students work together to put details under each of their three 
important ideas in the “Things I learned” part of the trifold.  Finally, have them summarize 
the “Things I learned” concepts in sentence form to reinforce the sequence of lesson 
events.  

If you have any questions please feel free to email Nicholas O’Brien at:  
nobrien@mphawks.org  
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