
Frequently Asked Questions About Mid-Prairie’s 
Reauthorization of the Physical Plant & Equipment Levy (PPEL) 

And SAVE Revenue Purpose Statement 
 
1) What can PPEL funds be used for? 
The revenues from the PPEL may be used for purchase and improvement of grounds; construction and demolition; payment of 
debt principal related to construction; acquisition of equipment or technology exceeding $500 in value; remodeling or repair 
of facilities; energy conservation; facility rental; and acquisition of facilities, transportation equipment, or recreation 
equipment. 
 
2) What can’t PPEL funds be used for? 
Revenues may not be used for any purpose not expressly authorized by Iowa Code.  PPEL revenues can’t be used for things 
such as employee salaries and benefits, travel expenses, printing costs, media services, and supplies. 
 
3) How long has Mid-Prairie had a PPEL? 
Mid-Prairie has had the PPEL for 30 years.  The levy must be voted on every 10 years.  The PPEL was first passed by the Mid-
Prairie voters in 1990 and reauthorized in 2000 and 2010. 
 
4) Will the tax rate increase if the PPEL is reauthorized? 
No, the ballot issue before the voters keeps the same PPEL rate for the next 10 years as it was for the last 20 years. This is not a 
tax increase; it maintains what has happened in the past.  
 
5) How much total revenue is generated by the PPEL? 
For the current year the total revenue will equal $614,935. 
 
6) What is the tax rate for PPEL? 
Currently, the total PPEL revenue equals $1.20 per thousand of assessed value and will remain at this same rate if reauthorized 
by the voters.  However, the full $1.20 per thousand is not collected as property tax.  Part of the PPEL revenue comes from a 
6% income surtax.  The remainder is collected as property tax. 
 
7) How much of the $614,935 is generated through property tax and how much is generated through the 
income surtax? 
Of the $614,935 total revenue, $192,696 is generated through property taxes and $422,239 is generated through the income 
surtax.  The property tax rate needed to generate $192,696 is 38 cents per thousand of taxable value. 
 
8) What is an income surtax and how is it applied? 
A surtax is a tax on a tax. The surtax is imposed on the income tax liability after tax credits on the Iowa Individual Income Tax 
returns of taxpayers residing within the district on the last day of the tax year. The surtax is not imposed on other income tax 
returns such as fiduciary or corporation income tax returns.     
 
9) How can I calculate what the 6% Iowa income surtax costs me personally? 
On your latest Iowa Income Tax return, find the box that indicates how much Iowa income tax you paid for the year.  Multiply 
this figure by 0.06 and you will have determined the amount from the surtax that goes toward the PPEL.  For example, if you 
paid $1,000 in Iowa income tax for 2018, the surtax portion of the PPEL will be $60 a year.  If you paid $500 in Iowa income 
tax, the PPEL equals $30 a year. 
 
10) How can I calculate what the property tax portion of the PPEL costs me personally? 
Property taxes for the PPEL levy are calculated on net “taxable” value – not “assessed” or “market” value.  The appropriate 
rollback and homestead credit need to be applied before calculating the total annual tax. 
 
For a homeowner with a house assessed at $100,000, after the rollback to 56.9% is applied, the current amount of your 
property tax allotted to PPEL is $21.62 a year. 
 
For a commercial property owner with a building assessed at $100,000, after a rollback to 90% is applied, the current amount 
of your property tax allotted to PPEL is $34.20 a year. 
 
Agricultural ground is taxed on its “productivity,” not “market” value.  The average productivity value of farm ground in Iowa 
for 2019 is $1383 per acre.  Therefore, the total property taxes currently allotted to the PPEL levy to an average acre, after a 
rollback to 56.1% is applied, is $0.29 per acre a year.  
 
11) During the last ten years, what has the PPEL revenue been used for at Mid-Prairie? 
School buses, vans and cars - $923,069; Replace and repair HVAC systems - $325,352; Building repairs & improvements - 
$1,736,630; Technology - $1,354,012; Other equipment & building purchases - $1,134,106 
 
12) In addition to buses and district vehicles and building repairs, what are some of the specific projects 
accomplished with PPEL funds? 
New roof at the middle school, one to one technology initiatives for students in grades 1-12, Safe Surfaces and other playground 
upgrades at elementary buildings and middle school, replaced outdated kitchen equipment, parking lot improvements, 



matching fund projects, HVAC ventilator replacement at elementary schools, $100,000 annual summer expenditure to refresh 
classrooms/learning environments  
 
13) Who decides what improvement projects will be done at Mid-Prairie? 
Each building has a lead custodian.  The lead custodians meet as a group with the superintendent every one to two months.  
This group, with input from the building principals and other administrators, creates a three-year schedule of regular building 
maintenance and improvement items.  This schedule is shared with the school board as part of the lead custodians’ annual 
Maintenance Report and Infrastructure Plan during a school board meeting.  Additionally, during the last 9 years, there have 
been two different district Facilities Committees.  These 40-50 member committees, composed of a wide variety of school 
employees, parents and community members, have met over an extended period of time examining district facility needs and 
researching options with the end goal of making improvement recommendations to the school board. 
 
14) What is the Secure an Advanced Vision for Education Sales Tax? 
The Secure an Advanced Vision for Education Sales Tax (SAVE) is the one-cent sales tax that is collected and distributed to 
schools.  This was previously known as the statewide school infrastructure sales and services tax also known as the local option 
sales tax.  In 2008, the sales tax was eliminated as a county option and replaced as a statewide sales tax for schools.  The sales 
tax was scheduled to sunset in 2029.  During the 2019 legislative session, the legislature passed and the Iowa Governor signed 
into law a bill that extended the sales tax until 2051. The SAVE Fund has nearly identical spending restrictions as the PPEL 
Fund.   
 
15) What are some of the Mid-Prairie capital improvements that have been funded with SAVE funds? 
Safety upgrades to all buildings (cameras, controlled entry ways with buzz-in systems, card locks, radios); additional buses and 
vehicles; 5.5 million 2011 high school geothermal project; High School Family & Consumer Science Commercial Kitchen Lab; 
bus cameras and additional transportation safety equipment; Home School Education Center window replacement; purchased 
property directly south of middle school; additional technology including annual software licensing; complete middle school 
kitchen renovation; middle school gym wall repair; upgraded building computer networks and copying machines; roof repairs 
(all buildings); baseball field lights and softball infield refurbishment, helped support indoor practice facility 
 
16) Why does the sales tax revenue purpose statement need to be revised? 
The revenue purpose statement governs how the sales tax funds can be spent.  The current revenue purpose statement covers 
the revenue generated until 2029.  If passed, the revised revenue purpose statement will cover the revenue generated between 
2029 and 2051. 
 
17) If the revised sales tax revenue purpose statement is voted down, will the one-cent sales tax for schools 
continue to be collected? 
Yes.  Should the vote fail, due to the 2019 legislative action, the one-cent sales tax will still be collected in the district.  After 
2029, if our revenue purpose statement is not revised, Mid-Prairie will have no authority to spend the sales tax money on any 
expenditure other than property tax relief.  
 
18) If the PPEL and revised sales tax revenue purpose statement are voted down, what will happen? 
Eventually, expenditures currently supported by the PPEL or SAVE Fund would not continue or would need to come from the 
general fund.  The general fund supports the district’s instructional expenses.  Less funds would be available to directly support 
classroom learning.  More than likely there would be fewer educators supporting our students and class sizes could go up.  
 
19) Where can I find out more information about these ballot issues? 
Information about the PPEL and SAVE Revenue Purpose Statement issues is posted on the Mid-Prairie website (mphawks.org) 
and Facebook page (https://www.facebook.com/mphawks/).   Business Manager Jeff Swartzentruber or Superintendent Mark 
Schneider can also answer your questions by calling the district office (319-646-6093).  You may also contact Mark Schneider 
directly by calling his personal cell phone (319-936-8601) or by emailing him: mschneider@mphawks.org 
 
 
 
The PPEL and SAVE Revenue Purposed Statement issues will be two separate issues.  Depending  on the 
ballot, these issues may be on the back side of the ballot.   Voting by absentee ballot is currently available.  
Information about voting by a mailed absentee ballot or by an in-person absentee ballot can be found here:  
 

https://sos.iowa.gov/elections/electioninfo/absenteeinfo.html 
  
 
 
 

Date of Vote: Tuesday, November 5, 2019 
Polls will be open from 7:00 AM to 8:00 PM 


