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All About STEAM 

Have	 you	 heard	 about	 STEAM?	 What	 does	 it	 really	 mean?	 STEAM	 stands	 for	 Science,	 Technology,	
Engineering,	Art,	and	Math.	You	will	hear	us	using	the	terms	STEM	and	STEAM	regularly	throughout	the	
year.	Each	of	STEAMs	five	subjects	share	a	common	focus	and	approach	and	encourage	students	to	gather	
and	 use	 evidence	 to	 create	 new	 knowledge	 or	 to	 solve	 problems.	 STEAM	 learning	 happens	 around	 us	
every	 day	 as	 students	 explore,	 play,	 collaborate,	 and	 try	 new	 things.	 Adults	 can	 foster	 children’s	
development	 of	 STEAM	 skills	 by	 providing	 hands-on	 learning	 opportuniHes	 that	 support	 and	 foster	
discovery	and	exploraHon.	

The	MPHSAP	offers	many	opportuniHes	to	foster	STEAM	learning.	Check	out	some	of	some	cool	STEM	in	
Ac*on	kits	our	teachers	use	at	the	HSEC,	the	events	we	have	coming	up,	and	resources	that	are	available	
for	you	to	use	while	you	are	at	the	HSEC.

STEM	In	AcHon	Kits:	The	STEM	in	Ac*on	Kits	were	graciously	awarded	
to	our	program	through	a	Scale-Up	program.	We	have	nine	kits	that	
focus	on	 life,	earth,	and/or	physical	 science.	Teachers	use	 these	kits	
to	 supplement	 what	 they	 are	 teaching	 in	 their	 enrichment	 classes	
and	 clubs	 that	we	offer	 throughout	 the	year.	 The	STEM	kits	help	 to	
foster	 problem-solving	 skills	 through	 real-world	 problems.	 Ask	 your	
child	 if	 they	 have	 had	 the	 opportunity	 to	 complete	 any	 of	 the	
challenges.	 Some	 of	 the	 kits	 we	 have	 include	 Coding	 &	 Mineral	
CollecHon	 Challenge,	 The	 Great	 Toy	 Design,	 Farmer	 Grady’s	
Challenge,	and	Helping	Hands	Design,	just	to	name	a	few.

STEAM	Events	coming	soon:	Join	us	for	our	first	family	evening	event	
of	the	year-Fall	into	STEAM	on	Thursday,	November	7th,	at	6:30	p.m.	
Families	 will	 have	 the	 opportunity	 to	 take	 part	 in	 different	 fall-
themed	challenges	that	incorporate	the	areas	of	science,	technology,	
engineering,	 art,	 and	 math.	 STEAM	 acHviHes	 encourage	 logical	
thinking,	 execuHve	 funcHoning	 skills,	 problem-solving,	 math	
concepts,	and	creaHvity.	Come	with	the	whole	family	and	explore	the	
endless	opportuniHes	available	through	STEAM	learning.

STEAM	in	our	 library:	Our	 focus	 for	 free	Hme	 in	November	 is	STEAM	learning.	Grab	a	STEAM	Challenge	
and	see	if	your	family	can	use	your	problem-solving,	creaHvity,	collaboraHon,	and	team-building	skills	to	
foster	your	science,	technology,	engineering,	art,	and	math	skills.

STEAM	 Resources	 you	 can	 use	 while	 at	 the	 HSEC:	 STEAM	 learning	 is	 all	 about	 hands-on,	 minds-on	
acHviHes.	 Have	 you	 ever	 wanted	 to	 use	 our	 Dot	 &	 Dash	 Robots,	 Spheros,	 or	 Ozobots?	 What	 about	
exploring	our	Li[le	Bits,	Osmos,	or	the	3-D	printer?	Maybe	you	want	a	try	at	“Making”	in	our	Maker	room.	
We	invite	families	to	use	the	STEAM	resources	we	have	available	at	the	MP-HSEC.	Please	call	the	Resource	

Center	to	make	an	appointment	with	the	library	teacher	on	duty.	A	
teacher	 will	 show	 you	 the	 ins	 and	 outs	 of	 how	 to	 use	 our	
awesome	 technology	 and	 maker	 resources,	 and	 then	 you	 are	
welcome	to	explore	with	your	family.

So	now,	when	you	hear	 the	 terms	STEAM	and	STEM	you	have	a	
be[er	 idea	 of	 what	 we	 are	 talking	 about.	 Science,	 Technology,	
Engineering,	 Art,	 and	 Math	 are	 all	 around	 us.	 Join	 us	 at	 the	
MPHSAP	 as	 we	 use	 an	 integrated	 approach	 that	 fosters	 21st-
Century	skills	and	encourages	students	to	ask	quesHons,	problem-
solve,	think	creaHvely,	and	become	innovators!	Let’s	go	full	STEAM	
ahead	as	we	head	into	November!

Students	 programing	 Dash	 and	
Dot	 robots	 to	 complete	 an	
obstacle	course	in	STEAM	class

Students	 parHcipaHng	 in	 a	 STEAM	
tower-building	challenge

The Resource Center  
will be closed  

Wednesday, November 27th 
through Friday, November 29th 

for the Thanksgiving break.  
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Activities & Events Calendar 

November 
	 1	 	 Dan	&	Debbie’s	Creamery	
	 1	 	 WLC	Internship	Deadline	
	 6	 	 Raptor	Advocacy	Program	
	 7	 	 Fall	into	STEAM	Night	
	 8	 	 Iowa	Heritage	Tour:	Agriculture	and	Art	
	 8	 	 Senior	Year	Plus	ApplicaHon	Deadline	
	 12-14	Iowa	Assessments	
	 14		 Kalona	Historical	Village	
	 15		 ArHsts’	Studio	
	 15		 ArHsts’	Workshop	
	 20		 Breakout	Room:	Route	66	
	 26		 U	of	I	Old	Capitol	Tour	and	Natural	History		
	 	 	 Museum	
	 26		 Agriculture	in	the	Classroom		

December 
	 3	 	 Annual	HSAP	Christmas	Concert	
	 5	 	 Ice	SkaHng	at	Coral	Ridge	Mall	
	 6	 	 The	Nutcracker	at	the	Englert	
	 11		 Hour	of	Code	

Teachers

Office Staff

Pat	Winborn	 	 319-683-2280		
Misey	Yoder	
Cande	Helmuth

Iowa Heritage Tour: Agriculture and Art 
Friday, November 8th 
John Deere Tractor and Engine Museum 11:00 a.m. to 12:30 p.m. 
Phelps Youth Pavilion Grant Wood Focus Tour 2:00 p.m. to 4:00 p.m. 
Waterloo, IA 
Parent Participation: Expected

Spend	 the	day	 in	Waterloo	with	 a	 guided	 tour	 of	 the	 John	
Deere	 Tractor	 and	 Engine	Museum	 in	 the	morning	 and	 an	
alernoon	tour	of	the	Phelps	Youth	Pavilion	at	the	Waterloo	
Center	 for	 the	Arts.	Explore	a	variety	of	hands-on	acHviHes	
and	 interacHve	 displays	 to	 learn	 how	 the	 agricultural	
innovaHons	of	the	past	guided	the	way	
for	 modern	 farming	 equipment	 and	
technology	 in	 a	 (free)	 90-minute	 tour	

of	the	John	Deere	Tractor	and	Engine	Museum	starHng	at	11:00	a.m.	
Families	 can	 spend	 addiHonal	 Hme	 exploring	 or	 take	 an	 extended	
lunch	before	heading	a	few	blocks	over	to	the	Phelps	Youth	Pavilion	at	
the	Waterloo	 Center	 for	 the	 Arts.	 In	 a	 guided	 tour	 ($4/parHcipant)	
from	2:00	 to	4:00	p.m.,	 students	will	 explore	 the	Pavilion’s	Midwest	
Art	collecHon	including	works	by	famous	Iowa	arHst,	Grant	Wood.

Raptor Advocacy Program 
Wednesday, November 6th
1:00pm 
MP-HSEC, Kalona 
Parent Participation: Expected 
Join	 us	 as	 we	 welcome	 the	 Raptor	 Advocacy	 RehabilitaHon	 and	
EducaHon	Center	to	the		HSEC.	A	representaHve	from	the	RARE	Center	
will	 be	 bringing	 2	 birds,	 a	 dayHme	 and	 nighpme	 raptor.	We	will	 be	
learning	 all	 about	 the	 birds’	 diet,	 hunHng	 skills	 and	 the	 physical	
differences	 between	 the	 birds.	 Students	 will	 also	 have	 the	 opportunity	 to	 complete	 a	
hands-on	 learning	 project	 to	 learn	 more	 about	 the	 birds	 through	 pellet	 dissecHon.	 This	
program	is	free	of	charge.	

Rachel	Kerns	 		 712-249-6154	
Rose	Schrock	 	 319-530-0599	
Andrea	Farrier		 		 319-461-2474	
Crystal	Gingerich	 	 319-936-2077	
Heidi	Hertzler	 	 319-512-6180	
Stephanie	Hoeper		 319-321-5456	
Melanie	King		 	 319-400-7655	
Jill	Lashmit	 	 319-400-4822	
Laura	Mallory	 	 515-441-1384	
Diann	McFerrin		 		 319-461-0679	
Sheila	Raim		 	 319-325-7359	
Molly	Steinbrech	 	 319-430-7661	
Lori	Trevino		 	 712-259-0271	
Mindy	Van	Zuiden		 630-209-6281	
Jolene	Walker	 	 319-430-5772

Online Sign ups 
Don’t	 forget	to	sign	up	for	HSAP	events	by	Friday,	November	1st,	using	the	 link	below.	Upon	
compleHon,	you	will	receive	a	confirmaHon	screen	that	will	let	you	know	we	have	received	your	
registraHon.	Be	sure	to	add	your	events	to	your	personal	calendar	as	you	sign	up.	You	will	find	a	
link	on	our	website	as	well	as	in	the	Friday	Memo.	h[ps://Hnyurl.com/MPHSAPSignUps	

Please	remember	that	field	trips	with	a	fee	must	olen	be	paid	by	the	HSAP	in	advance.	While	
we	understand	there	are	someHmes	circumstances	when	you	must	cancel,	note	that	you	may	
sHll	be	charged	the	fee.

Fall into STEAM Night 
Thursday, November 7th
6:30 p.m. to 8:00 p.m. 
MP-HSEC, Kalona 
Parent Participation: Expected 
Pumpkins,	squash,	and	gourds,	oh	my!	Join	us	at	the	
Home	 School	 EducaHon	 Center	 for	 a	 fun-filled	

evening	 of	 fall	 STEAM	 challenges.	 Can	 you	 make	 the	 tallest	 pumpkin	 tower	 using	 only	
toothpicks	 and	 candy	 pumpkins?	 How	 far	 can	 your	 mini	 pumpkin	 fly	 aler	 you	 build	 a	
pumpkin	catapult?	 Join	us	as	we	tap	 into	science,	 technology,	art,	engineering,	and	math	
acHviHes	with	a	fun	fall	theme.	Families	will	have	the	opportunity	to	work	with	Ozobots	and	
Spheros	as	technology	comes	alive	and	we	discover	how	STEAM	is	all	around	us!	

https://www.deere.com/en/connect-with-john-deere/visit-john-deere/tractor-and-engine-museum/
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https://www.deere.com/en/connect-with-john-deere/visit-john-deere/tractor-and-engine-museum/
https://www.deere.com/en/connect-with-john-deere/visit-john-deere/tractor-and-engine-museum/
https://waterloocenterforthearts.org/phelpsyouthpavilion/
https://tinyurl.com/MPHSAPSignUps
https://tinyurl.com/MPHSAPSignUps


Artists’ Workshop (6-12)
Friday, November 15th 
1:00 p.m. to 2:30 p.m.
MP-HSEC, Kalona
Parent participation: Optional 
We	will	be	exploring	the	work	of	world	famous	arHst	

Maurcio	Lasansky,	who	started	the	renowned	prinHng	program	at	the	
University	of	Iowa.	We	will	be	doing	our	own	printmaking.

Artists’ Studio (K-5) 
Friday, November 15th 
1:00p.m. to 2:30 p.m. 
MP-HSEC, Kalona 
Parent Participation: Optional
Come	 celebrate	 Georgia	 O’Keeffe’s	 132nd	
Birthday	 on	 November	 15th.	 We	 will	 be	
creaHng	 beauHful	 O’Keeffe-inspired	 flowers	 and	 adding	 bright	
colors	to	these	dark	fall	days.

HSAP Field Trips and Activities

U of I Old Capitol Tour 
and Natural History 
Museum
Tuesday, November 26th 
10:00 a.m. to 12:00 p.m. 
Iowa City 
Parent Participation: 
Expected 
Join	us	for	guided	tours	of	the	Old	Capitol	Museum	and	the	Museum	
of	Natural	 History	 (next	 door	 in	Macbride	Hall).	 Together,	 they	 form	
the	University	of	Iowa	Pentacrest	Museums.	

Old	Capitol	served	as	Iowa's	first	state	capitol	from	1846-1857	and	the	
University	of	Iowa's	founding	building.	Throughout	its	long	history,	the	
building	has	served	as	a	seat	of	the	territorial	and	state	governments,	
a	 university	 building	 serving	 numerous	 schools	 and	 colleges,	
administraHve	offices,	and	finally	a	museum.	Old	Capitol	Museum,	the	
only	 NaHonal	 Historic	 Landmark	 in	 Iowa	 City,	 has	 been	 in	 operaHon	
since	1976,	when	the	building	reopened	aler	a	major	renovaHon.	

At	 the	 Museum	 of	 Natural	 History,	 we’ll	 explore	 Iowa	 Hall,	 an	
adventure	 through	 Iowa's	 geological,	 cultural	 and	 ecological	 history;	
Hageboeck	Hall	of	Birds,	which	features	exhibits	on	all	aspects	of	bird	
life,	ecology,	and	evoluHon;	Biosphere	Discovery	Hub,	which	explores	
the	 relaHonship	 between	 people	 and	 the	 natural	 environment	 from	
ancient	rock	drawings,	through	10,000	years	of	Iowa's	changing	natural	
and	 cultural	 landscape	 to	 today;	 Laysan	 Island	 Cyclorama,	 which	
recreates	 a	 360-degree	 view	 of	 Laysan,	 a	 bird	 sanctuary	 on	 the	
Hawaiian	atoll,	when	it	boasted	8	million	birds	of	22	different	species	
in	 1.5	 square	 miles;	 Mammal	 Hall,	 which	 displays	 specimens	 from	
aardvark	to	zebra	collected	by	University	of	Iowa	faculty	and	students	
during	 expediHons	 around	 the	world,	 including	 the	 rare	 giant	 panda	
from	China,	a	complete	skeleton	of	a	47-foot	AtlanHc	right	whale,	and	
musk	oxen	from	the	Barren	Grounds	of	northern	Canada;	Diversity	of	
Life	 Exhibits	 highlight	 ecology,	 geology,	 taxidermy,	 and	 biodiversity	
along	the	ground	floor.

Kalona Historical Village 
Thursday, November 14th 
1:30 p.m. 
Kalona, IA 
Cost: $5/Adult, $3/Child, PreK and under/Free
Parent Participation: Expected
Join	us	for	our	next	installment	of	tours	as	
we	 journey	 through	 Hme	 at	 the	 Kalona	
Historical	Village.	This	month’s	feature	will	
focus	 on	 the	 Early	 Indian	 Cultures	 of	
Southeast	Iowa.	We	will	be	studying	more	
about	mammoths,	early	house	structures,	
the	bow	and	arrow,	and	agriculture.

Teen Scene-Breakout Room: Route 66
Wednesday, November 20th 
1:00 p.m.  
The Fantastic Escape: Lisbon, IA
Cost-$12.50 per student
Parent participation: Optional 
Imagine	this:	It	is	1966	and	you	have	been	
undercover	 for	 months	 now.	 The	
assignment	 is	 to	 drive	 your	 Chevrolet	
across	 the	 USA	 in	 hot	 pursuit	 of	
counterfeiters	 who	 are	 filling	 the	 small	
towns	 of	 America	 with	 fake	 $50's.	 It	 has	
been	a	long	trip	in	a	car	with	a	faulty	heater,	no	air	condiHoning	and	
barely	a	radio.	But	now,	with	evidence	in	hand,	you	will	be	reporHng	
back	to	the	FBI	in	the	morning.

Can	you	use	the	clues	to	figure	the	problem	out?	Join	other	teens	as	
you	 try	 to	complete	 the	Route	66	challenge.	Escape	Rooms	are	 live-
acHon	 video	 games	 where	 you're	 "locked"	 in	 a	 room	 (don't	 worry,	
you're	 not	 really	 locked	 in	 a	 room)	 and	 have	 one	 hour	 to	 solve	 the	
puzzles	 and	 escape	 the	 room!	 It's	 a	 ba[le	 of	 wits	 while	 you	 race	
against	 the	 clock,	 with	 the	 ulHmate	 challenge	 to	 make	 a	 FantasHc	
Escape!

This	field	 trip	 is	 the	beginning	of	our	 teen	 scene	field	 trip	 series	 for	
the	 19-20	 school	 year.	 We	 ask	 that	 your	 students	 are	 in	 grades	
6th-12th	to	join,	and	can	be	dropped	off	during	the	experience.	This	
field	trip	is	limited	to	the	first	8	people	that	sign	up,	and	is	$12.50	per	
student.	Typically	escape	rooms	are	$25	dollars	a	person,	so	this	is	a	
fantasHc	deal.	Can	you	breakout?

https://oldcap.uiowa.edu/about-us
http://mnh.uiowa.edu/
http://mnh.uiowa.edu/
https://oldcap.uiowa.edu/about-us
http://mnh.uiowa.edu/
http://mnh.uiowa.edu/


HSAP Field Trips and Activities

Annual HSAP Christmas Concert
Tuesday, December 3rd 
7:00 p.m. to 8:00 p.m.
Mid-Prairie Middle School Gym, 
Kalona 
You	 won’t	 want	 to	 miss	 the	 annual	 HSAP	
Christmas	 concert!	 	Reserve	Tuesday,	December	
3rd,	 for	 an	 exciHng	 evening	 of	 holiday	 music	
celebraHng	 the	 many	 ethniciHes	 that	 are	
represented	by	 the	 families	 in	our	HSAP.	The	concert	will	 showcase	the	
HSAP	choirs,	band,	and	orchestras.	Invite	friends	and	family	to	come	join	
in	the	fesHviHes!

Improv Club (Jr. high and high school)
Fridays, November 7th, 14th, and 21st  
12:30 p.m. to 1:15 p.m
MP-HSEC, Room 1, Kalona 
Are	 you	 the	 type	 of	 person	 who	 always	 hears,	 “You’re	 being	 so	
dramaHc!”?	 If	 so,	 we’ve	 got	 the	 club	 for	 you!	 Students	 in	 seventh	
through	 twellh	 grades	 are	 invited	 to	 join	 us	 on	 Fridays	 from	 12:30	 to	
1:15	for	an	improv	club.	What	is	improv?	
Basically,	 it’s	 the	art	of	making	up	acHng	
on	the	spot,	usually	in	a	comedic	fashion.	
We’ll	 also	 be	 talking	 about	 basic	 drama	
Hps	 and	 techniques	 and	 doing	 group	
acHviHes.	 This	 is	 a	 great	 way	 to	 learn	
about	 acHng,	 meet	 new	 friends,	 be	
creaHve,	let	loose,	and	have	fun!	Sign	up	
to	 let	us	know	 if	 you’ll	be	able	 to	 come.	
We’d	love	to	have	you!	

Ice Skating at Coral Ridge Mall with WACO/
Washington HSAP
Thursday, December 5th 
1:00 p.m. to 4:00 p.m.  
Coral Ridge Ice Arena
Coralville, IA 
Winter	 is	 just	 around	 the	 corner,	 and	what	 a	 great	way	 to	 kick	 off	 the	
season!	 Join	 us	 as	 we	 come	 together	 with	 the	 Washington/WACO	
homeschool	 families	 to	 skate	at	 the	Coral	Ridge	 Ice	Arena.	 	We	will	be	
enjoying	a	3-hour	 skate	 for	 the	 low	cost	of	$5.	This	 cost	 includes	 skate	
rental.	Please	pay	the	ice	rink	directly	when	you	arrive,	prior	to	skaHng.	

Parents	 are	 required	 to	 stay	 and	 supervise	 their	 children	 and	 are	
encouraged	 to	 skate	 as	 well.	 	 Please	 make	 sure	 you	 plan	 on	 having	
supervision	for	your	skaters.	

The	 ice	 skaHng	 rink	 is	 located	 directly	 inside	 of	 Coral	 Ridge	Mall.	 	 It	 is	
easiest	 to	 reach	 if	 you	 park	 on	 the	 Children’s	Museum/Theater	 side	 of	
the	mall.	As	 you	enter	 the	doors,	 the	 skaHng	 rink	 is	directly	 in	 front	of	
you.	 We	 look	 forward	 to	 seeing	 all	 of	 our	 MPHSAP	 students	 skaHng	
together.		

Hour of Code
Wednesday, December 11th 
10:00 a.m. to 11:00 a.m.
MP-HSEC, Kalona  
Parent Participation: Expected 
We	 live	 in	 a	 world	 surrounded	 by	
technology.	And	we	know	that	whatever	
field	 our	 students	 choose	 to	 go	 into	 as	
adults,	 their	ability	to	succeed	will	 increasingly	depend	on	
understanding	how	technology	works.

But	only	a	Hny	 fracHon	of	us	are	 learning	how	technology	
works.	That’s	why	we	are	 joining	 in	on	The	Hour	of	Code,	
during	 Computer	 Science	 EducaHon	 Week	 (December	
9-13th).	

Our	Hour	of	Code	will	be	at	the	MPHSAP	Resource	Center	
and	 is	 open	 to	 students	 K-12.	 Please	 join	 us	 as	 we	 learn	
more	 about	 computer	 coding	 and	 earn	 your	 cerHficate	 of	
compleHon!	 	 Students	 are	 encouraged	 to	bring	 their	 own	
devices	(laptop	or	iPad).	We	will	have	some	school	devices	
for	students	to	use	if	this	is	not	possible.	(Chromebooks	or	
iPads).	Please	 let	us	know	when	you	sign	up	 if	you	need	a	
school	device.	

Can’t	 make	 the	 event	 but	 are	 sHll	 interested	 in	
parHcipaHng?	 You	 can	 host	 your	 own	 Hour	 of	 Code	 at	
home,	anyHme,	by	visiHng	www.code.org.

Are You Interested in 
Being In Our Play?  

This	 program	 has	 a	 long-standing	
tradiHon	 of	 excellence	 in	 drama.	
T hough	 we ’ ve	 s e en	 s ome	
personnel	 changes	 recently	 and	
will	 certainly	 move	 forward	
differently	because	of	that,	we	do	
want	 to	make	 sure	 to	 conHnue	 to	
offer	 the	 opportunity	 to	 learn	 about	 and	 experience	 the	
theater	arts.	Our	current	plan	 is	to	put	on	a	play	(though	a	
scaled-down	version	of	the	producHons	of	the	past)	in	early	
February.	 However,	 we	 need	 to	 know	 if	 there	 is	 enough	
interest	to	make	this	happen.	

So	 -	we’re	calling	all	8-12th	grade	thespians,	or	even	those	
who	think	they	might	be	interested	in	being	a	part	of	a	play,	
to	let	us	know!	(If	there	is	room	for	more	actors	in	the	play,	
we	will	expand	 the	call	 later	 to	 sixth	and	seventh	graders.)	
Please	sign	up	and	indicate	your	interest	either	as	an	actor/
actress	 or	 part	 of	 the	 stage	 crew.	 Signing	 up	 at	 this	 point	
does	not	commit	you	to	being	in	the	play,	but	it	does	give	us	
an	 idea	 of	 how	 many	 people	 might	 be	 available	 and	
interested.	 We’ll	 hold	 a	 meeHng	 in	 December	 to	 get	 final	
numbers,	do	audiHons,	and	set	schedules	for	pracHces.		

Please	don’t	be	shy	and	don’t	forget	to	sign	up!	

http://www.code.org/
http://www.code.org/


Resources
Hold the Homophone - lose vs. 
loose 

This	month’s	installment	of	Hold	the	Homophone	
features	 a	 set	 of	 words	 that	 are	 commonly	
confused	 but	 which	 have	 very	 different	
meanings.	 Remember	 -	 homophones	 are	 words	
which	 sound	 the	 same	but	are	 spelled	and	used	
differently.	 They’re	 easy	 to	 get	 confused,	 but	 also	 easy	 to	 get	
sorted	out	with	 a	 bit	 of	 a[enHon	and	pracHce.	Our	pair	 today	
are	 ones	 which	 you	 can	 tell	 apart	 using	 a	 couple	 of	 memory	
tricks.	

Lose	 -	 This	 is	 a	 verb	 which	 dicHonary.com	 defines	 as	 to	 be	
deprived	of	or	to	cease	to	have	or	retain.	You	may	conjugate	it	in	
different	 ways	 depending	 on	 the	 subject	 it	 goes	 with	 or	 the	
tense	in	which	you’re	using	it	(losing,	loses,	lost,	etc.)	Note	that	
there	is	only	one	“O”	in	this	word.	An	example	of	the	word	lose	
used	correctly	in	a	sentence	would	be,	“I	don’t	want	to	lose	my	
favorite	ring.”

Loose	 -	This	 is	an	adjecHve	which	means	 the	opposite	of	Hght.	
(Note	 -	 it	 is	possible	 to	use	 this	as	a	 verb	as	well,	but	 it’s	 very	
uncommon.)	Remember	-	adjecHves	describe	nouns.	One	way	to	
remember	this	word	is	to	note	that	it	has	two	Os.	If	you	have	a	
shirt	that	has	extra	fabric,	it	will	be	loose,	just	like	loose	has	an	
extra	 O.	 An	 example	 of	 the	 word	 loose	 used	 correctly	 in	 a	
sentence	 would	 be,	 “Since	 I	 lost	 weight,	 my	 favorite	 ring	 has	
go[en	loose.”	

We	can	use	both	words	 in	a	 single	 sentence	 to	 showcase	 their	
individual	 and	 disHnct	 spelling	 and	 meaning	 by	 wriHng,	 “My	
favorite	ring	has	go[en	loose,	and	I	hope	I	don’t	lose	it.”

Scholastic Book Clubs 

Our	 program	 is	 parHcipaHng	 in	 ScholasHc	 Book	 Clubs	 again	 this	 school	
year.

The	Book	Club	 is	 full	of	 just-right,	affordable	books	 for	age	and	reading	
level.	We	will	only	be	parHcipaHng	 in	online	ordering.	 You	will	need	 to	
register	 on	 the	 ScholasHc	 website	 and	 pay	 online.	 We	 will	 noHfy	 you	
when	the	books	have	arrived	for	you	to	pick	up.

Please	have	your	orders	submiFed	by	November	28.		
Ordering	online	is	fast	and	easy:	
REGISTER	a	every	t	h[ps://orders.scholasHc.com/L4DM6	 	
ENTER	the	Class	AcHvaHon	Code	L4DM6		
CHOOSE	your	Htles	
SUBMIT	the	order	online	
Please	contact	Rachel	Kerns	(rkerns@mphawks.org)	with	any	quesHons.

WLC Internship Reminder

The	 Internship	 Portal	 is	 sHll	 open!	We	 are	 accepHng	winter	 and	 spring	
2020	 internship	applicaHons	 from	current	 junior	and	 senior	high	 school	
students.	ALL	 applicaKons	must	 be	 completed	by	 3:00	p.m.	 on	 Friday,	
November	1st.	We	will	be	unable	to	accept	late	requests.	Contact	Rachel	
Kerns	with	quesHons!	

Senior Year Plus Application Deadline: Friday, 
November 8th 

For	 those	students	 interested	 in	 taking	college	classes	 second	semester	
through	 Senior	 Year	 Plus,	 the	 deadline	 for	 Spring	 ApplicaKons	 is	
Novembe r	 8 ,	 2 0 19 .	 P l e a s e	 c o n t a c t	 Mo l l y	 S t e i n b re c h	
(msteinbrech@mphawks.org)	before	that	date	with	any	quesHons	about	
the	applicaHon	process,	or	for	the	required	forms	to	register!	

Roots & Shoots - Update & 
Opportunities 

Our	 fall	 season	 is	 coming	 to	 a	 close.	We	will	
conHnue	 to	 work	 through	 November	 as	
weather	 allows	 preparing	 the	 plants	 and	
grounds	 for	winter.	 Believe	 it	 or	 not,	we	 are	
already	 thinking	 about	 spring.	We	 are	 in	 the	
beginning	stages	of	ordering	seeds	 for	spring	
planHng	and	would	 like	 to	get	a	 feel	 for	who	
would	 like	 vegetable	 plants	 and	 beauHful	 annual	 flowers	 for	
Mother’s	Day.	 Please	 email	 Laura	 at	 lmallory@mphawks.org	 to	
show	your	interest	and/or	let	her	know	which	plants	you	would	
like	 to	 see	 grown.	 Thank	 you	 for	 your	 unending	 support	 and	
generosity!	 Roots	 &	 Shoots	 has	 truly	 lived	 up	 to	 its	
mo[o...growing	 together!	 The	 students	 and	 staff	 are	 very	
grateful	for	the	MPHSAP	community	during	this	month	when	we	
give	thanks!	DonaHons	we	are	sHll	graciously	accepHng:

DonaKons	Needed:	
Popng	Soil	
Bird	Feeders	
Bird	Food	
Bird	Bath	
Benches,	 Picnic	 Tables,	
Outdoor	SeaHng	
Rain	Barrel	

Fencing
Outdoor	Shed
Miscellaneous	 Items	 -	 let	 us	
know	what	you	have	and	we	will	
let	you	know	if	we	need	it
Hands	 -	 there	are	opportuniHes	
to	dive	in	and	help	frequently
Monetary	DonaHons

Artsonia in MPHSAP 

Did	 you	 know	 that	 the	 MPHSAP	 uHlizes	
artsonia.com	 in	 both	 enrichment	 classes	 and	
middle	school	art?	Artsonia	is	an	online	student	
art	museum	and	manages	school	art	galleries	in	
a	 safe	 and	 educaHonal	 manner.	 The	 website	 requires	 permission	 from	
parents	to	include	your	child’s	art	work	in	our	school’s	web	gallery.	If	your	
children	are	in	the	Awesome	ArHsts	or	Iowa’s	Famous	ArHsts	enrichment	
classes	you	may	have	already	received	an	email	about	this,	but	if	you	did	
not,	 you	 may	 grant	 permission	 online	 by	 going	 to	 www.artsonia.com/
permission	and	following	the	direcHons.	This	is	a	perfect	way	to	digitally	
store	 your	 children’s	 precious	 artwork,	 including	 any	 artwork	 done	 at	
home.	 You	 can	 even	 purchase	 merchandise	 personalized	 with	 your	
children’s	art	 -	 these	make	great	holiday	gils	 for	grandparents!	 	Please	
contact	 Diann	 McFerrin	 (dmcferrin@mphawks.org)	 if	 you	 have	 any	
quesHons	about	how	to	use	Artsonia.	

If	your	child	 is	not	feeling	well,	please	keep	him/her	at	home.	Children	
should	be	fever-free	for	twenty-four	hours	without	the	aid	of	medicaHon	
before	returning	to	HSEC	following	an	illness.	Also,	children	need	to	stay	
home	 for	 twenty-four	 hours	 following	 any	 episode	 of	 vomiHng	 or	
diarrhea.	 If	 your	 child	 will	 not	 be	 a[ending	 classes	 or	 events	 for	 any	
reason	 please	 noHfy	 the	 Resource	 Center	 by	 9:00	 a.m.	 that	 morning.	
Thank	you!	
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