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HWY 1 is closed

approximately two

miles south of Iowa

City due to road

construction. A

detour is marked but

additional travel time

may be needed.

Change of Enrollment
We hope that homeschooling

continues to be the right fit for

your family. If you feel you want

to make a change in your

enrollment, please contact your

supervising teacher no later than

September 25th to talk about

other Mid-Prairie learning options

through our district.

Ready or not, here we go! A new year of learning is underway and

chances are, this year doesn’t look exactly as you have planned.

Our program is welcoming 144 new students, which means there

are 144 new friends to make. You’ll notice our newsletter is very full

this month, we are trying to provide opportunities for parents to

connect, students to make friends, and for learning to happen no

matter where you are in your homeschooling journey. We are

calling on our experienced homeschoolers to reach out and make

new connections this year. Please, share your wisdom and

experiences with others who are looking for guidance and support.

We are calling on our new homeschoolers to reach out and ask for

help when you need it. Let us know what questions you have,

please don’t be embarrassed to admit when you need help. This

job isn’t easy and some days, you may feel like giving up.   Whether

you are brand new or in year 20, at MP-HSAP, we are all

homeschoolers trying our best everyday to make learning

meaningful for our kids. Don’t be afraid to do hard things this year,

don’t be afraid to try even when you may fail, don’t be afraid to

make choices for your children and to trust that you know what’s

best for your family. I’m so looking forward to this part of 2020.

This part of the year is going to be the best part yet, because we

get to do this together. Have an awesome fall! 

-- Rachel Kerns, Director

Welcome to All Families!
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If you live in the North Liberty area or want to

travel to join us, you are invited to meet at Penn

Meadows Park where your kids can play, and

you can meet others who are on this

homeschool journey with us this year.   Drop by

anytime between 3:00 p.m. and 4:30 p.m. and

leave when you need to.   This activity is geared

more towards families with children who are 12

or younger, but all are welcome.   There may be

kickball, football, and soccer games that spring

up depending upon how many people come. 

There’s also a playground structure and shaded

area for those who are interested.

Play at the Park
Wednesday, September 2nd
3:00 p.m. to 4:30 p.m.
Penn Meadows Park, North Liberty
Parent Participation: Expected

Friday, 9/11 - Animal Craze
Let's learn about and get close to some

amazing animals. We will have the Washington

County Naturalist here with some of her

"special creepy, crawly" friends along with other

more "petable" pets. There will be a great story

time for all ages as well as some learning

activities and a fun take-home craft from the

day.

Friday 9/18 - Air-Amazing
Who can resist a day learning about air

resistance? Join us for multi-age story time with

learning activities and a take-home craft. You

can expect to play with a VERY large parachute,

make a water-balloon parachute, and maybe

even try your pilot skills with an origami paper

airplane round of "air golf"!   Come join the fun

with friends and family!

Outdoor STEAM Story Time
Fridays September 11th and 18th
1:00 p.m. to 2:00 p.m.
MP-HSEC
Parent Participation: Optional

HSAP Activities & Events
Sign up for HSAP events by Friday, September 4th, using the link below. Upon completion, you will receive a

confirmation screen that will let you know we have received your registration. Be sure to add your events to your

personal calendar as you sign up. You will find a link on our website as well as in the Weekly Memo.

https://tinyurl.com/MPHSAPSignUps.        (If it is raining during a scheduled outdoor event, we will cancel) 

Join us at the HSEC for outdoor play. Students

are welcome to use the playground equipment

and baseball fields. We will also provide

equipment for organized games, such as

kickball, soccer, t-ball, or relay races. Games will

be determined by the interest of students.

Students of all ages are welcome. Feel free to

pack a picnic and stay for lunch. 

Recess at HSEC
Thursdays in September: 10th, 17th, & 24th
10:00 a.m. to 11:30 a.m.
MP-HSEC
Parent Participation: Expected

Join us for outdoor recess and meet up with

other Kindergarten families. There will be an

HSAP teacher at a table for Kindergarten

families to connect and make contacts with

one another. We will offer a sign up for those

who want to exchange contact information.

Kindergarten Connect for Parents
Thursday, September 10th
10:00 a.m. to 11:30 a.m.
MP-HSEC

The prairie is still blooming and beautiful at the

nature center in Marr Park. Join the naturalist as

we hike and talk about the different plants that

make up a native prairie, the benefits of a

native prairie, and explore a root activity that

helps us to get a better perspective on how

deep prairie plant roots are.

Marr Park: Native Prairie Exploration 
Wednesday, September 16th
1:00 p.m. to 3:00 p.m.
Ainsworth, IA
Parent Participation: Expected

Join us after recess and lunch to witness the

blast-off of our 2-liter Aqua Pods and launch a

new year of learning and fun at the HSAP!

Blast Off into a New School Year!
Thursday, September 24th
12:00 p.m. to 1:00 p.m.
MP-HSEC

Do you know how to use a compass? Join the

naturalist at Marr Park to learn more about how

to orient using a compass. In addition to

learning more about orienting, we will be trying

our hand at archery. Join us for this educational

and fun opportunity.

Marr Park: Compassing & Archery 
Wednesday, September 23rd
1:00 p.m. to 3:00 p.m.
Ainsworth, IA
Parent Participation: Expected

https://tinyurl.com/MPHSAPSignUps


ROOTS & SHOOTS

W H A T ' S  H A P P E N I N G ?

Growing Together

HSAP Activities & Events

Come chalk our walk! Students are invited to

create a design and come prepared to decorate

a panel of sidewalk in front of the HSEC

building. When it’s complete we’ll have a lovely

collaborative mural.

Artists’ Studio (K-5th)
Friday, September 25th
1:00 p.m. to 2:00 p.m.
MP-HSEC
Parent Participation: Optional

We will be doing an outside workshop

exploring our skills in rock painting! Acrylic

paint will be used to paint objects or designs on

the rocks. Mrs. Tomash will provide ideas and

demonstrate techniques for students to use. We

will add details using paint pens. Designs may

be as complicated or as simple as desired.

Artists’ Workshop (6th-12th)
Friday, September 25th
1:00 p.m. to 2:00 p.m.
MP-HSEC
Parent Participation: Optional

The Roots & Shoots program at MPHSAP began about a year ago - the dream finally came true after

3 years of planning. The parents and students gather together to help do a variety of things for

MPHSEC. Some examples include: beautifying the grounds, growing in the greenhouse, picking out

flowers for annual fundraisers, outdoor education, and so much more!   If you would like to join the

fun, please let us know by signing up. All families and students are welcome at any time, however,

having a group of people with a common interest is always helpful so we know who to reach out to.

No commitment required. Please contact Laura Mallory at 515-441-1384 or lmallory@mphawks.org

for more information.

Roots & Shoots - Join Today!

Would you like to use your time and talent to teach your student(s) some valuable

communication, social, and math skills? Please consider volunteering for a time slot(s) to help

our MPHSAP family and friends pick out their mums, load them into their vehicles, and collect

their donations. All volunteers will be invited back after the fundraiser is complete for a

donation money counting party! An information sheet will be given to help with speaking

points and questions customers may have. Social distancing will be strongly encouraged and

face coverings are optional due to being outdoors. All are welcome - bring the whole family!

Please sign up to volunteer via this Sign Up Genius link. Thank you for your support! Please

contact Laura Mallory at 515-441-1384 or lmallory@mphawks.org 

Roots & Shoots
Mum Fundraiser Volunteers
September 14th until Sold Out
Monday - Friday, 12:00 p.m. to 6:00 p.m.
Saturday, 9:00 a.m. to 12:00 p.m.
MP-HSEC

Let Roots & Shoots help you start fall and the new

school year off with a smile with their mum fundraiser.

We have planted and given TLC to over 700 mums and

fall grasses over the summer. Beginning September

14th, our fundraiser will be open for business. All

donations will go toward future planting experiences,

sustainability of the greenhouse and program, rain

barrels, and more! Come and pick out your own fall

plant decor while supporting your HSAP. Contact Laura

Mallory at 515-441-1384 or lmallory@mphawks.org.

*Please note: If you filled out the interest survey in the

spring, that was not a pre-order/order. Pots will be sold

on a first come, first serve basis so be sure to visit MP-

HSEC to get yours before they sell out!*

Roots & Shoots
Mum Fundraiser 
September 14th until Sold Out
Monday - Friday, 12:00 p.m. to 6:00 p.m.
Saturday, 9:00 a.m. to 12:00 p.m.
MP-HSEC
Suggested Donation: $10/pot, $15/combo pot

http://mphawks.org/
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/70A0A4EA8AD2CA4FA7-mumfundraiser
http://mphawks.org/
http://mphawks.org/


My name is Ranee Brokaw and I am

joining the staff as a supervising

teacher. I graduated from Iowa State

University with a degree in

Elementary Education and worked

as a substitute in various districts

including Mid-Prairie for several

years, followed by six years as an FCS

instructor at IMS/Hillcrest Academy. 

After deciding to stay home full-time, I began

homeschooling my own children four years ago--

Luke is twelve and in 7th grade, Tessa is ten and in

5th grade, Hudson is seven and in 1st grade, Ezra is

five and in Preschool and Olive is two. 

My husband Justin and I live in live in rural Parnell

and in my free time, I enjoy reading, baking and

spending time outdoors.

My name is Dorothy Miller, and if

you had asked me as a new mom if I

would consider home school for my

children, I would have shouted an

emphatic NO WAY! God however

has ways of changing our minds.

After many years of infertility when I

finally got my babies, I decided I did

not want to send them away to learn all of the

great things of life, like learning to read, so home

school it was. It was the perfect fit for our family

from the start and has continued to be through

significant challenge and grief and has blessed us

with sweet friendships and celebrations. Though

my girls (Lexi, 6th &  Kali, 9th grade) decided to go

"away" to school at the beginning of this year, my

son Hunter (8th grade) declares how he is going

to stay with me. This new season frees up my time

to be able to work in the library which I enjoy

tremendously!

My personal favorite curriculum is Math-U-See

from which even I as a high school grad, have

learned from!  Favorite book ever is Wilson Rawls'

Summer of the Monkeys! What a gift we have in

being able to be a part of such a great home

school program. I am super excited to be a part! 

Married 23 years to the love of my life, Lowell.

Mom to 4 amazing kiddos, 3 here (Kali, Hunter &

Alexia) and 1 (Abby) in heaven. Home school mom

since 2011ish.

My name is Carla Seele, and I am a

new member of the fantastic

supervising teacher team at MPHSAP.

I grew up in Minnesota and went to

the University of Iowa, where I met

my husband, Scott. We live near West

Liberty and have 8 living children,

ages 29-3, all of whom have been or

are being homeschooled as members of the Sacred Heart

Homeschoolers support group in Iowa City. Our son Will,

12, will participate in Tuesday middle school classes and

our little Sophie is just 3, so we will begin a new

homeschooling adventure with her soon. We also have 6

grandchildren, two of whom are older than our youngest! 

I love dancing, reading, hot weather, and snow. I try to love

running and super weird: I have never eaten a Tootsie Roll

or drunk a cup of coffee.

I believe in the role of parents as the primary educators of

their children and their right to choose the best way to

fulfill that duty for each child. It is a blessing to work with

such wonderful families and staff here at MPHSAP,

supporting and encouraging each other in this great

responsibility. It looks different for every family, every child,

every year and my experience has taught me to take the

long view, that my students and I are learning together,

and that it's all about relationships.

Even with new challenges this year, great things are

happening and I’m excited and thankful to be a part

of it with all of you. If I can be of any help in any way,

please let me know and I look forward to meeting

you.

New Faces at the MP-HSAP

I am Chris Hagedorn and I am

excited to join the Mid-Prairie

Homeschool Program as a

supervising teacher. While I am

new to the MPHSAP teaching

team this year, it feels like a

return because I personally

participated in this program as

a homeschool student. The 
Enrichment and Monday classes, field trips, and

music performances were important in my

education. Following my years in the homeschool

program, I completed a Bachelors and Masters

degree in Education and taught high school Social

Studies in the Kansas City area for several years. 

My wife, Rebecca, is also a graduate of the MPHSAP.

We have two children--Selah, age 3 and Judah, age 1-

-and are getting ready to welcome our third child in

December. 

While there is a lot of uncertainty this year, I am

excited to return to this wonderful community and I

look forward to the opportunity to support families

in their homeschooling journey.



For our new families, this monthly

newsletter, along with your supervising

teacher, are the primary sources of

communication about opportunities and

resources at the HSAP each month. Please

read it as this is where we will describe our

upcoming activities, class sign-ups,

resources you may like, and other

important deadlines or dates you should

be aware of. Our digital newsletters will be

posted on our website so this tool is easily

accessible when you need it. If you’d like

to sign up for any event please use the

link: http://tinyurl.com/HSAPEventSignups. 

You will find all of the events listed in a

Google Form with directions for how to

complete it. In addition to this monthly

newsletter, you will also receive a Weekly

Memo from the HSAP Resource Center.

This email will highlight announcements,

update any changes to the schedule, post

reminders of important upcoming

deadlines, share community events, and

more. The weekly memo will be coming

soon.

Communication at MPHSAP

You will see a few acronyms or references used

throughout our newsletter, Weekly Memo, and emails

that may be unfamiliar. For those new to our program,

here is a quick list! 

MPHSAP: Stands for Mid-Prairie Home School Assistance

Program. We use this title when we are talking about the

program as a whole. This would be the Staff, Parents, and

Students as a collective group. This is also our official

name and a way to refer to “us”, our policy, and

programming.  

HSAP: Home School Assistance Program. This is

sometimes used interchangeably with MPHSAP (see

above). Both are referring to our program as a whole. 

HSEC: Home School Education Center. This is the name

of our building. If you see HSEC, that means that the

location is at our building, 1592 Angle Road SW. Kalona,

IA

Resource Center: This is what we use to encompass the

main library room at HSEC (see above). This is the place

where you check out materials, check schedules, and ask

questions about classes. This “hub” of the program. The

Resource Center staff will normally be the first to pick up

the phone, greet you when you arrive, and answer the

questions you have about the MPHSAP.

MPHSAP “lingo”

We would like to welcome new and returning families to the Zoom

meetings below. We will allow a LOT of time for questions and

answers. The link will be provided when you sign up. Participants can

join via phone or computer.

Getting Started with Home School Zoom Meetings

Brandi Parsons is a homeschool mom who would like to share some

of the tips that she learned during her first years of homeschooling

middle and high school. Join her to learn more about setting goals,

organization, schedules, planning, and so-much-more!

Transitioning to Homeschool: led by Brandi Parsons, Parent
Friday, September 4th at 10:00 a.m.

Target Audience: New to homeschooling parents of Middle & High

School students

Rachel Kerns is a homeschool mom, and our HSAP program director.

She will be sharing some of the tips that she learned bringing her

students home from public school in the elementary years. Join her

to learn more about setting goals, organization, schedules,

socializing(!), and so-much-more!

Homeschool Boot Camp: led by Rachel Kerns, Parent  
Friday, September 4th at 2:30 p.m. 

Target Audience: New to homeschooling parents of grades K-5

Students

Welcome, New Families!

Homeschooling is an

amazing way to meet new

people and develop lasting

and meaningful relationships.

Typically, our building is a

buzz with parents and

students learning together

and networking. Since we

have limited access to each

other this year, and so many

new faces,   we would like to

invite you to “opt in” to our

family directory. This will be

shared only with those who

choose to participate. Here is

the link if you’d like to add

your name to the directory

this year and use the

directory to meet some new

friends!

https://forms.gle/9KRfUXQfnK

S3vCtBA

Looking to make
connections?

MPHSAP Family Directory

http://tinyurl.com/HSAPEventSignups
https://forms.gle/9KRfUXQfnKS3vCtBA


Would you like to have a quick and easy-to-administer

way to help your child prepare for standardized testing?

Or maybe you have changed your math curriculum a few

times and wonder if there are some basic concepts that

got lost in the switch. IXL is an online math program that

can help you assess your child's math progress as well as

provide practice to reinforce difficult concepts. To see the

wide range of math topics   available, go to

https://www.ixl.com/math/. Click on a topic and you will

be able to practice up to 10 free questions. Paying

privately, the cost to enroll in IXL is $9.95/month or

$79/year. MPHSAP has established an account with the

program where parents can choose to sign up a child in

IXL math for $10 total for 12 months of services. You can

easily move from one grade level of math to another

within the program. Also, if you find your child has hit a

roadblock, if you so desire, we could offer your family

teacher support for explanations and curriculum

suggestions. Sign up by using our events sign up link and

pay the $10 enrollment fee in the HSEC office. 

Current IXL Families: Please let us know if your student

is no longer using this tool so that we can make

adjustments to our account. The HSAP covers the cost for

your discounted rate. We see value in this program and

do not want cost to prohibit families from trying out this

tool! However, if you are not using this we can share

access with other families to save costs.

IXL Math

writing support

IEW or the Institute for Excellence in Writing take a systematic sequential approach to teaching writing.

Students utilize checklists for new skills introduced one at a time until they are easy before adding another

skill. This class will meet weekly on Wednesdays beginning September 16, 2020 and run for the remainder of

the school year. This parent lead class will require parent support, so plan on attending the Zoom meetings

with your students. Mindy VanZuiden and Julie Kabat will provide the weekly instruction and parents will be

responsible for helping their children finish their weekly composition, mark checklists, provide editor support,

review vocabulary, and prepare the final product for turn in the following week. Parents might consider adding

IEW’s “Fix it Grammar” as a at home supplement to this course. This course will be offered virtually so grab

some popcorn and pull us to the computer for a wildly entertaining journey through Fables, Myths, and Fairy

Tales. Sign-ups due September 4, 2020. Student materials will be ordered by HSAP, you can pay a material fee

of $35 or use allotment (and not write in the student book).

Institute for Excellence in Writing 
(Fables, Myths, & Fairy Tales)
Wednesday Zoom Meetings
10:00 a.m. to 11:00 a.m.
Recommended ages: 4th to 6th grade

reading support
Do you have a bright child who struggles with

reading and/or spelling and seems to need more

than just phonics? Perhaps had multiple ear

infections, delayed speech, has trouble rhyming

and memorizing the alphabet? Some students

benefit from having their phonemic awareness

strengthened before they succeed in reading and

spelling, and others benefit from an Orton-

Gillngham method of teaching reading and

spelling which makes everything logical,

sequential and multisensory. MPHSAP offers

Foundation in Sounds as well as Barton Reading

and Spelling Program and has a certified specialist

to aid parents in using them.   Please contact the

office to get connected with Melanie King

(mking@mphawks.org) for a screening.

Barton Reading & Spelling
math support
Are you hitting some roadblocks in your math lessons? 

Do you wish you had someone you could connect with

occasionally to help?   Whether you are working with your

third grade student introducing fractions and decimals,

or your high schoolers as they work through Geometry

and Calculus, help is available! Suzy Barker is a math

teacher with many years of experience in teaching from

early math to college-level.   She is the mom of five kids

ranging in grades from fourth grade to college, she

teaches part time at Kirkwood, and she loves to assist

parents and students. Suzy will be available for virtual

and in-person tutoring sessions. E-mail Suzy to make

arrangements at sbarker@mphawks.org.

Tutoring

Lexia® Core5® Reading supports educators in

providing differentiated literacy instruction for

students of all abilities in grades pre-K–5. Lexia’s

research-proven program provides explicit,

systematic, personalized learning in the six areas

of reading instruction, targeting skill gaps as they

emerge, and providing teachers with the data and

student-specific resources they need for individual

or small-group instruction. This online resource is

available to our HSAP students in grades K-5,

please let us know if you’d like to sign up your

student through the sign-up link. You can learn

more about Lexia here:

https://www.lexialearning.com/products/core5

Lexia Core5 Reading

Need Some Help?

https://www.ixl.com/math/
http://mphawks.org/
http://mphawks.org/
https://www.lexialearning.com/products/core5


K-2 and 3-6 grade students are invited to explore the wonderful

world of music through multisensory activities including drumming,

rhythm, movement, music history, listening, and so much more. This

course, designed for students of all skill levels, will expand music

knowledge, literacy, and skill in a creative and engaging atmosphere.

Due to Covid restrictions, singing activities will be limited to outdoor

class time with appropriate social distancing.

Exploring Music Mini Session
Wednesdays in September: 9th, 16th, & 23rd
Grades K-2:  10:00 a.m. to 10:45 a.m.
Grades 3-6:  11:00 a.m. to 11:45 a.m.

Exploring Music
Exploring Music classes

will be offered for K -

12th graders at various

times throughout the

week for the semester.

Course descriptions and

schedule can be found

here.

Group classes for players ages 8 and up with prior strings experience will resume on

Wednesday, September 2. Due to Covid-19, we will not be offering beginning strings

first semester. We will reassess as the school year progresses, and hope to be able

to add beginning strings classes second semester. If you missed signing up, follow

this link. A complete schedule of strings classes and course descriptions can be

found here.

HSAP String Program

Grades 5 & up

Individual band lessons are available by

appointment Monday and Friday. When you sign up,

let us know which instrument you play or are

interested in playing and Mr. Brooks will work with

you to find a time to meet. It’s never too late to

start! Please mark if you'd like virtual or in-person

lessons. Anyone grades 5 & up are welcome.

Band Lessons*
Monday or Friday (Zoom or In-Person)
MP-HSEC

Music at MPHSAP
We are excited to be able to continue offering a variety of music opportunities for our HSAP

students and their families. Check out the options we will be offering.

We will meet as a physically

distant band every Friday for

one hour at 10:30. We are

working to acquire special

face coverings to work with

the instruments.

Friday Band*
10:30 a.m. to 11:30 a.m.
MP-HSEC

A starter class for ringing tone chimes,

students need to be reading notes already.

Class will meet 45 minutes on Mondays. All

music readers grades 5 and up are

welcome!

Tone Chimes*
Mondays
1:00 p.m. to 1:45 p.m. 
(during 4th period study hall)
MP-HSEC

*Tentative start date for these activities is Monday,
September 14th and Friday, September 18th.

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1O3buojwhaHhmckzZck9eyemVbw1N7UC6HShGNOheolU/edit?usp=sharing
https://forms.gle/Hi86WhGQjfEm3HYe9
https://docs.google.com/document/d/11cRusRiTOAK9j1Z2gXTTQeN8B_F2dFFsviVqeMjxcHI/edit?usp=sharing


Testing Information
This year we will administer the Iowa Assessments

in November,   but   we request your sign-ups now

to allow time for ordering. Tests will be

administered at the MP-HSEC on the mornings of

November 11th through 13th so please mark your

calendars now. Testing is optional. Kindergarten

through second will be tested at home. The home

tests must be completed and returned by

November 13th. We will send out more detailed

information and instructions for preparation a

couple of weeks prior to the testing dates.   *We

will not be able to support late sign ups.*

Iowa Assessments
As you may be aware, public schools in Iowa

are transitioning from the Iowa Assessments

to the Iowa Assessment of Student Progress

(ISASP).  At this point, we plan to continue to

offer the Iowa Assessments, however, if you

are interested in having your student(s) take

the ISASP, this opportunity is available

through the Mid-Prairie public school in the

spring.   If you are interested in more

information when it is available, please

indicate that when you sign up.

What about the ISASP?

Students in their junior year of high school have

the opportunity to sign up for the PSAT exam,

which will be given at Mid-Prairie High School on

Wednesday Morning, October 14th. Some strong

students in grade 10, and occasionally 9th grade,

elect to take the exam for practice. The PSAT is

the qualifying exam for National Merit

Scholarships. Almost every college and university

in the nation grants substantial merit scholarships

to students who have received top (greater than

the 99th percentile) scores on his exam. More info

can be found at the following link: 

http://www.collegeboard.com/student/testing/psa

t/about.html 

The cost for taking the exam is $17. We email

further details to those of you who sign up as they

become available. Payment must be made to the

HSEC before the testing date.  You can register for

the PSAT by visiting our sign-up link on page 2.

PSAT 

This is a common question and unfortunately

there isn’t an easy answer! Each test assesses

different information and skills but most colleges

will accept either exam scores for admissions. This

link to the Iowa College Aid has some helpful

considerations to make when deciding which

exam to register for:

https://blog.collegeboard.org/should-you-take-sat-

or-act

Should I take the ACT or the SAT?

If you are interested in having your student take

the SAT, you can find information about dates,

fees, etc. at: 

http://sat.collegeboard.org/home 

Don’t forget to take advantage of the free test

prep available through Khan Academy to prepare

for your exam! https://www.khanacademy.org/sat

SAT Testing

Many dates and sites have been established for

high school students who need to take the ACT’s

this school year. We recommend that college

bound 11th graders plan to take this exam. Please

review college admission deadlines to be sure

your results will arrive in time for admission to the

college of interest.  

The multiple choice questions cover English,

mathematics, reading, and science. The ACT takes

3 ½ hours. If your student chooses to take the

optional writing test, then allow an extra ½ hour.

For registration, prices, extra services available,

locations, times, and what your student should

bring, check out the website at:

http://www.actstudent.org/regist/

ACT Testing

Test Dates Registration Deadlines

December 12, 2020 November 6

April 17, 2021 March 12

July 17, 2021 June 18

October 10, 2020

October 17, 2020

October 24, 2020

October 25, 2020

Upcoming ACT Test Dates

February 6, 2021 January 8

June 12, 2021 May 7

September 25

http://www.collegeboard.com/student/testing/psat/about.html
https://blog.collegeboard.org/should-you-take-sat-or-act
http://sat.collegeboard.org/home
https://www.khanacademy.org/sat
http://www.actstudent.org/regist/


Our Resource Center will be open Monday

through Thursday from 9:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m.

and Fridays from 9:00 a.m. to 3:30 p.m. We will

also offer evening appointments the last Tuesday

of the month. Please email hsap@mphawks.org

and let us know if you’d like to take advantage of

our evening times.  Please continue to make an

appointment to visit our Resource Center

through Friday, September 4th. We will open our

doors to drop in visitors on Tuesday, September

8th. 

We will still be asking that families wash/sanitize

their hands upon arrival, wear a face covering,

and make alternative plans for their younger

students while they are in the space. We will not

have toys or table top learning centers open this

month.  If your family needs a working space at

the building, we have a limited number of family

rooms available. Please email

hsap@mphawks.org to reserve a spot.

Updated MP-HSEC Hours

This year we have the

opportunity to have school

pictures taken here at MP-HSEC.

Save the Date - School Pictures

Halverson Photography will be here to take

portraits on Wednesday, October 21 1:30-2:30.

More information will come in our October

newsletter.

Hilltop Dairy in Mt. Pleasant has a

program where schools can “adopt”

a cow or a calf that lives on their

farm. The MPHSAP adopted one of

their dairy cows! We have not

received specific information

Wow! We Adopted a Cow!

on our cow yet, however, we can tell you that

she is a Holstein and is currently producing milk

on the dairy farm. As updates become available,

we will make sure to pass them along to you.

Currently, we are working on setting up a time

to go see where our cow lives so be looking in

the next newsletter for more information.

Notes from the Resource Center
Face coverings are required by anyone over

the age of 2 entering our build. The Mid-

Prairie School Board will re-evaluate this at

the September 28th School Board Meeting. 

Face coverings are optional for any of our

outdoor events. Social distancing is

strongly encouraged.

As much as we love having helpers in the

building, we are not accepting volunteers

at this time, with the exception of the

Roots & Shoots Mum Fundraiser (see page

3) and Half-Staff Flag Days (see this page). 

COVID-19 Temporary Policies

Grant Wood AEA has updated the password to

the Iowa AEA Online website. If you would like

the new password, please reach out to your

supervising teacher. 

Iowa AEA Online
In-person elementary classes will begin the

last week of September. A grab & go

enrichment option will also be available for

families who may not be able to attend in

person. A separate mailing will be sent out

with more information on class times and

options. Keep an eye out it in your mailbox! 

Elementary Enrichment Classes 

Thank you to all who have donated Box Tops

and old ink cartridges. We were able to

purchase new picnic tables for our outdoor

spaces.

Thank You for Your Donations!

Would you like to help ensure we fly our flag

respectfully? This is a great educational

opportunity for you and your family! Please sign

up for one of the Half-Staff Flag Days either for

lowering the flag at sunrise or raising the flag at

sunset. Please contact Laura Mallory at 515-441-

1384 or lmallory@mphawks.org.

Act of Patriotism ~ Half-Staff Flag Days
Friday, September 11th
Sunday, October 4th
Monday, December 7th

http://mphawks.org/
http://mphawks.org/
http://mphawks.org/


Do you already read with your

child(ren) day in and day out? Have a

struggling reader who needs some

additional motivation? Or do you have

an avid reader who simply loves pizza?

Beginning in October, MPHSAP will be

offering the Pizza Hut sponsored

reading program called Book It! This is

a fun, flexible, and free reading

program for readers K-6 grades. Once

your reader meets their monthly goal,

they will receive a certificate and a free

one-topping personal pan pizza

coupon. Feel free to visit the Book It!

Program website for more information:

https://www.bookitprogram.com/ 

Please contact Laura Mallory at 515-441-

1384 or lmallory@mphawks.org to

participate.

Book It! Reading Program
October thru March

Khan Academy Kids is a free educational app that

includes a variety of interactive activities targeting

language arts, math, socio-emotional skills, and

executive functioning. The Khan Academy Kids

website contains additional resources such as weekly

planners and printable activities.

Homeschoolshare.com is a website containing a

variety of free, literature-based unit studies. The

preschool section of the website contains unit

studies based on well-known titles like Brown Bear,
Brown Bear What Do You See?, Caps for Sale, and

many others. Each unit study provides a variety of

lesson ideas and printable activities for many subject

areas. 

Learning4Kids.net is a website that allows you to

conveniently search for activities by age range as well

as the type of activity. Some of the activity categories

include sensory play, alphabet, numbers, science,

color, fine motor skills, and more. 

ABCmouse.com is another online program that

includes more than 100 preschool lesson plans

covering math, science, reading, social studies, art,

and music. It does require a monthly subscription fee

of $9.95 per month. 

A variety of preschool workbooks such as Big

Preschool are readily available in stores like Walmart

or Target. These workbooks are a low-cost option full

of learning materials.

Are you searching for preschool curriculum ideas? Here

are a few resources that can help you get started. It is

easy to get wrapped up in all of the great teaching ideas

and resources out there. However, research shows that

playtime is an essential part of the development and

growth of children. While you are sifting through all of

these great ideas, remember to keep things fun, leave

room for curiosity, and time for play!

Pre-School Resources

Rockin' Resources

Middle and High School students dual

enrolled in the MPHSAP have access to

Florida Virtual School online courses, or

what we call "Buzz" classes. Students may

take 1-2 Buzz courses at a time. The 

What's the Buzz?

classes are supported by an HSAP teacher in

collaboration with the students' homeschool adult. View

a list of potential course offerings here. For more

information or to register for Buzz courses, please

contact Diann McFerrin (dmcferrin@mphawks.org).

in Scholastic Book Clubs this school

year. The Book Club is full of just-right,

affordable books for every age and

reading level. We will only be

participating in online ordering. You

will need to register on the Scholastic

website and pay online. We will notify

you when the books have arrived for

you to pick up.Please have your orders

submitted by September 28. We will

place the order on 9/28 and books

should arrive by October 7th.

Ordering online is fast and easy:

REGISTER at:

https://orders.scholastic.com/L4DM6

ENTER the Class Activation Code:

L4DM6

CHOOSE from thousands of print titles,

value packs, and Storia eBooks

SUBMIT the order online

We are excited that our

program will be participating 

Scholastic Book Clubs

https://www.bookitprogram.com/
http://mphawks.org/
https://khankids.zendesk.com/hc/en-us/articles/360004559231-Welcome-to-Khan-Academy-Kids#:~:text=Khan%20Academy%20Kids%20is%20a,children%20ages%20two%20to%20seven.
http://homeschoolshare.com/
http://learning4kids.net/
http://abcmouse.com/
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1Ko7xjI1eawf-BfqjPafMJ_jn4oFcm2vA9QwqcvYHmOI/edit?usp=sharing
http://mphawks.org/
https://orders.scholastic.com/L4DM6

